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SECTION A – Hot deserts and extreme environments generally

Answer all questions.

1 Study Fig. 1 in the separate Insert.

 (a) (i) Name the hot desert which is located:

   • across North Africa ..........................................................................

   • near the west coast of South America 

    .......................................................................... 
[2]

  (ii) Circle  the correct answers to complete the sentences below.

   Hot deserts are located on or close to the Antarctic Circle / Equator / Tropic of Cancer.

   Many hot deserts are on the eastern / western side of continents. [2]

 (b) State three features of the climate of a hot desert.

1  ................................................................................................................................................

2  ................................................................................................................................................

3  ................................................................................................................................................
[3]
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 (c) Study Fig. 2.
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Fig. 2 Hot deserts in Australia

  (i) Which hot desert is mostly in the Northern Territories?

   Circle  the correct answer.

 Gibson Desert       Great Sandy Desert       Great Victoria Desert       Tanami Desert [1]

  (ii) Approximately what percentage of Australia is hot desert?

   Circle  the correct answer.

 1%                15%                33%                75% [1]
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 (d) Study Fig. 3 and Photograph A in the separate Insert.

  Fig. 3 and Photograph A show some information about a motorbike race in a hot desert area 
of Australia.

  (i) Suggest three ways in which the natural environment will be challenging for the riders in 
the Finke Desert Race.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

3  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
[3]

  (ii) Suggest any type of resource which a spectator could use to find out about the 
environment along the route of the Finke Desert Race. 

   Explain why the resource will be useful to a spectator when planning their visit.

Resource chosen  ..............................................................................................................

Why it will be useful to a spectator  ....................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
[2]
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2 Some plants and animals can live in a hot desert environment.

 (a) (i) Name one example of a plant or animal which can live in a hot desert environment.

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (ii) Explain how plants and/or animals can live in the extreme conditions there. 

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [4]
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 (b) Explain how sand dunes are formed in a hot desert. You may draw a labelled diagram to help 
you.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

[6]

     Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3]
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SECTION B – Your chosen extreme environment

Answer all questions. Your answers in this section must refer to either a polar or a mountain 
environment. 

Circle  the extreme environment which you have studied.

Polar                Mountain

3 (a) (i) Name a specific area where this extreme environment is located.

 ...................................................................................................................................... [1]

  (ii) Describe the location of the area of the extreme environment named in 3(a)(i).

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

 (b) For the area which you named in 3(a)(i):

  (i) Describe how the climate is extreme.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [3]
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  (ii) Polar or mountain environments are shown in a variety of media.

   For your chosen polar or mountain environment state one resource you have studied. 
This may be a film, a poem, a painting or a piece of music, for example.

   Explain how it helped you to understand more about this environment.

   Resource ...................................................

How it helped you  ..............................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [6]

     Spelling, punctuation and grammar [3]
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4 Polar and mountain environments are used in a variety of ways. 

 Circle  the extreme environment which you have studied.

Polar                Mountain

 (a) (i) Describe three different ways in which this type of extreme environment can be used by 
people.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

3  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
[3]

  (ii) Choose two difficulties which people in this type of extreme environment face. Explain 
how people may overcome each difficulty.

Difficulty 1  ..........................................................................................................................

How people overcome it  ....................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

Difficulty 2  ..........................................................................................................................

How people overcome it  ....................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
[4]
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 (b) Changes affect polar and mountain environments, including the area you have studied.

  (i) Describe one of these changes in your chosen polar or mountain area.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................... [2]

  (ii) Explain two ways this change can affect people and/or the natural environment.

Way 1  ................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

Way 2  ................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
[4]

END OF QUESTION PAPER



11

© OCR 2013

ADDITIONAL ANSWER SPACE

If additional answer space is required, you should use the following lined page(s). The question 
number(s) must be clearly shown in the margins.
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